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Susanna Morrow

Curriculum Vita, 2016



Education and Training

University of Colorado, Boulder, Colorado

Ph.D. Theatre, 2006

Dissertation Title: Action Theatre: Divine Play for the Stage
University of California, Irvine, California

M.F.A. Acting, 1998

Thesis: Happy Days - Winnie – directed by Robert Cohen
University of Dallas, Dallas, Texas

B.A. Drama and English, 1995

Senior Studio: Birds – an original modern adaptation

Magna Cum Laude and Phi Beta Kappa




University Teaching

Trinity University, San Antonio, TX, Department of Speech and Drama

Associate Professor – 2012- 2015
Assistant Professor – 2006-2011
University of Colorado, Boulder, Department of Theater and Dance


Graduate Instructor – 2000-2003


Instructor of record responsible for course content, syllabus design, reading selection, 


grading, and exam/project design.

University of California, Irvine, Department of Drama 

Graduate Instructor – 1996-1998

Instructor responsible for course presentation, assessments, and grading.

Teaching Assistant – 1996-1997




Scholarly Papers and Presentations
“No Working Model: Students Acting with Faculty in University Productions.” Co-authored with 

Stacey Connelly and Alison Kochman. Submitted June 2012 to Theatre/Practice, Online 

Journal of Mid-America Theater Conference, Acting and Directing Symposium.  Request for 
Revision and resubmission, October 2012.

“No Working Model: Or How I Learned to Stand in My Underwear in Front of Students.” 


Presentation. Mid-America Theater Conference, Chicago, IL, March 2012.

“Psyche meets Soma: accessing creativity through Ruth Zaporah’s Action Theater,” Theatre, 


Dance and Performer Training, Volume 2, issue 2., March 2011. Routledge, UK. Pp. 


99-113.
“Preparing to Devise,” Co-authored with Joan Herrington and Gleason Bauer. Theater 

Topics, Volume 19, Number 2, September 2009. Johns Hopkins UP, Baltimore, MD. Pp. 125-138.
 “From Paris to Paris Hilton: Reproducing Pop Culture in Moliere’s The Misanthrope,” 

Presentation, Mid-America Theater Conference, Cleveland, OH, March 2010.

“Poor Me! Performing Trauma and Protecting the Actor,” Presentation, Mid-America Theater 

Conference, Chicago, I.L. March 2009. 
 “Actors at Risk: Holding the Mirror Up to Trauma.” Draft completed, in revision, to be submitted to 


Text and Performance Quarterly and Theater Topics in August 2011.
 “Physical Improv and the Application of Action Theater to Devising,” American Theater in Higher 

Education Conference: New Orleans, L.A. July 2007. Presentation.

“Critical, Theoretical, and Historical Approaches to Religion/ Spirituality and Theatre/ Performance,”

American Theater in Higher Education Conference, New Orleans, L.A. July 2007. Featured participant in round-table discussion.

“The Edge of the Unmentionable: Societas Raffaello Sanzio’s Tragedia Engonidia,” American 


Theater in Higher Education Conference, New York City, N.Y. August 2003.

“Henri Lefebvre and The Dance of Angel’s Who Burn Their Own Wings,” Association for Asian 

Performance Conference, New York City, N.Y. August 2003.

 “March 1993”, “Child-Mother”, “Sort This,” Center for the Humanities and the Arts Colloquium, 

Boulder, C.O. March 2003. Original Solo Performance.


Scholarships and Honors
Globe Award for Best Actress in a Drama, Alamo Theater Arts Council, San Antonio, TX, 2011

Alpha Lambda Delta Speech and Drama Professor of the year, 2010

Faculty Development Grant, Trinity University, San Antonio, 2008

Summer Stipend Recipient, Trinity University, San Antonio, 2008

Center for the Humanities and the Arts, CU Boulder, Fellow 2002-2003

Four faculty members and four graduate students from across the humanities are selected annually to be CHA fellows. The fellows meet together in a year long seminar and present the results of their work in a spring colloquium. Fellows receive support for their participation in the seminar and colloquium. The theme for 2002-2003 was “Bodies, Voices, Performance.” Keynote presentations were given by Peggy Phelan, Herb Blau, and Peter Holland.

Chancellor’s Fellowship, University of California, Irvine 1995-1998


Three- year fellowship covering tuition and a stipend granted to one incoming M.F.A. Acting 

student each year. This fellowship is awarded based on proven scholastic aptitude such as high GRE scores and G.P.A. Fellows are expected to teach in the undergraduate program.



Selected Performance Experience
Attic Repertory Theater, San Antonio, TX 2011


Smudge – Colby Stillman – Dir. Roberto Prestigiacomo

Trinity University, Stieren Theater, San Antonio, TX 2011


Pride’s Crossing – Mabel Tidings – Dir. Stacey Connelly

Attic Repertory Theater, San Antonio, TX 2011

ATLAS, Boulder, CO 2010

Highways Performance Space, Los Angeles, CA 2010


Palimpsest – Original video dance theater collaboration with Ana Baer-Carillo, part of the 


Sans Souci International Festival of Dance Cinema
Attic Repertory Theater, San Antonio, TX 2009


Atraves – Original Solo Performance given in conjunction for the Forum Theater Project 


and the Walls Symposium
Capital City Fringe Festival, Washington D.C. 2008


One for the Road – Gila – Dir. Roberto Prestigiacomo

Trinity University, San Antonio, TX 2008


A Bed Among the Lentils – Susan, from Alan Bennett’s Talking Heads

Highways Performance Space, Los Angeles, CA 2007


Re: Flux – Original performance collaboration with Ana Baer-Carrillo

Trinity University, San Antonio, TX, 2006


Like Me – Original Solo Performance

Lakewood Cultural Arts Center, Lakewood CO, 2004


Women in Tap - dancer – chor. Ellie Sciarra, dir. Annette Thornton

Boulder Museum of Contemporary Art, 2001-2004 

Venus – Brother/Mother Showman/Chum – Dir. Shannon Jellison 

Emerging Vision: New Women’s Works – Performing Artist, original work

Quill’s Plays – Ensemble – Dir. Robert Quillen Camp 

Alicia – El Gato Gomez-Pena – Chor. Ana Carillo Baer

University of Colorado, Boulder, 2000-2001 

The Vagina Monologues – Ensemble – Dir. Lee Potts 

Soda – Dancer – Chor. Michelle Ellsworth
Colorado Shakespeare Festival, 1999 

Comedy of Errors – Luciana – Dir. John Dennis 

Merry Wives of Windsor – Anne Page – Dir. Robin McKee 

Cornerstone Theater Company, Los Angeles, 1999 

Magic Trix – Sicwoman – Dir. Armando Molina 

Utah Shakespeare Festival, 1998

Charley’s Aunt – Kitty Verdun – Dir. Steve Rothman 

The Boyfriend – Lolita/Chorus – Dir. Kathleen Conlin 
Shakespeare Orange County, CA 1996 

Tartuffe – Mariane – Dir. Tom Bradac 

Macbeth – Witch 2 – Dir. Tom Bradac 

University of California, Irvine, 1995-1998 

Happy Days – Winnie – Dir. Robert Cohen 

Sweet Charity- Ursala – Dir. Donald McKayle 

Man and Superman – Ann/Dona Ana – Dir. Keith Fowler 

Women of Troy – Cassandra – Dir. Dudley Knight




Selected Directing Experience      

Trinity University, San Antonio, TX, 2007-present

A Bright Room Called Day – Tony Kushner, 2012

Twelfth Night – William Shakespeare, 2011

Blood Wedding – Federico Garcia Lorca, 2010

The Misanthrope – Moliere, Adapted by Robert Cohen, 2009

Talking Heads – Alan Bennett, Faculty Lab Show Co-director, 2008
Fuddy Meers – David Lindsay-Abaire, 2007
The Laramie Project - Moises Kauffman, 2007
Peak to Peak Charter School, Lafayette, 2004-2005 

Antigone – Jean Anouilh 

The Bald Soprano – Eugene Ionesco 

Our Town – Thornton Wilder 

Boulder Museum of Contemporary Art, 2003 

Lysistrata – Lysistrata Project (anti-war fundraiser) – Co-director 




Additional Training in Pedagogy and Performance

The Discipline of Freedom, Cornwall UK 2011 and Wales UK 2012

6-day international invitational performance intensive with Paul Oertel
Performance Inventions, Les Eyzies, France

3 day solo performance intensive with Nancy Spanier and Paul Oertel, June 2009
Nia Movement Technique


Green Belt certification intensive, 6-day workshop, San Antonio, TX, March 2009

White Belt certification intensive, 6-day workshop, San Antonio, TX, Oct. 2008

Action Theater – Ruth Zaporah

Intermediate Intensive, Santa Fe, NM May 2009


5 day, 5-hour a day workshop for six intermediate students

Summer Intensive, Santa Fe, NM, 2004 and 2005

Two-week, 5-hour day workshop for dancers and actors. Physical theater improvisation with a focus on body awareness.


Solo Intensive, Santa Fe, NM, March 2006


Three 3-hours sessions improvising one on one with Ruth Zaporah.

Fitzmaurice Vocal Technique


Katherine Fitzmaurice and Saul Kotzebue, 5-day workshop, San Francisco, CA, Dec. 2007


Principles of de-structuring and structuring with an emphasis on teaching

Katherine Fitzmaurice residency, winter 1998


2-week course in advanced techniques.

Dudley Knight, 1995-1998


Primary voice instructor at UC Irvine.

Continuum Movement  


Emilie Conrad, Weekend Workshop, Austin, TX, April 2007


12 hours of training with the creator of Continuum, a methodology for somatic exploration 


that can be used to teach movement to actors.


Robert Litman, Breathing Workshop, San Antonio, TX, October 2007 and November 2008

Theater of the Oppressed 

Augusto Boal, Theater workshop, Denver, CO, spring 2002

2-weekend course exploring various techniques developed by Boal, including Forum Theater and Rainbow of Desire.

Marc Weinblatt, Facilitator’s Training, Port Townsend, WA,  summer 2002

Two-week, 5-hour day intensive with various Boal exercises from Forum Theater, 

Rainbow of Desire, and Joker training.

 Roy Hart Theatre


Intensive study, Roy Hart Theater, Malerargues, France – summer 2003

3-week residency at the home of the Roy Hart theater. Participated in women’s workshop and studied privately with Carol Mendelson, and Saule Ryan.

Weekend workshops with Carol Mendelsohn, Naropa University, Boulder CO, 2004, 2006
Intensive workshops that include warm-ups, improvisaton and group and individual work.

International Phonetic Alphabet and Dialects, UC Irvine


Speech courses with Joan Melton and Dudley Knight in MFA program.

Dance/Movement
Nia Green Belt Certification, Nia International, 2009
Nia White Belt Certification, Nia International, 2008

Yoga Teacher Certification, Yoga Works, Los Angeles, California 2001
Member of Professional Women’s Tap Ensemble


Tap – 24 years, studied with Savion Glover, Jimmy Slyde, Fayard Nicholas, and others


Jazz – 12 years


Ballet – 10 years

`
Modern – 4 years


African – 3 years

Choreography

Nancy Spanier, spring 2002

Completed graduate practicum course in choreography, creating original dance theater works.

Michelle Ellsworth, spring 2001


Completed “Performing Voices of Women” course, learning techniques for generating solo 

performance. 

Alexander Technique


Nada Diachenko, spring 2001 

Completed course with which included private lessons, theory, and a research project. Ongoing private lessons.

Siti Company


Weekend intensive with company members in Viewpoints and Suzuki, spring 2000.

Singing 


Joan Melton, 1995-1997


Private lessons in the Fitzmaurice bell-canto technique

Mahlon Schanzenbach, 1995-1998

Completed 3 quarters of course work with this member of the UC Irvine opera faculty in musical theater style.

Dennis Castellano, 1995-1998


Completed 3 quarters of course work, UC Irvine
Ethelyn Friend, 2000-2006
Ongoing private lessons in the Roy Hart theater approach to singing.


Additional Teaching 

Peak to Peak Charter School, Lafayette, CO, 2004-2005

Head of Theater Program for High School and Middle School

Colorado Shakespeare Festival, Educational Outreach, 1999-2001 

Bilingual Bard
Performer, co-director and co-translator of interactive performance of a portion of Midsummers’ Night’s Dream  in English and Spanish designed for presentation at middle schools.

Living Shakespeare

Performer in interactive presentation of Shakespearean scenes told within the context of a Jerry Springer show. Presented at middle schools and high schools.

Camp Shakespeare

Movement teacher in 2-week course for middle school students.

Utah Shakespeare Festival, Cedar City, 1997 

Movement for Actors 

Shakespearean Scene Technique 

Seaside Shotokan, Marina del Rey, California 2000 

Intro to Yoga 

Intermediate Yoga 



Service

University and Departmental, Trinity University, 2007-present


Baker Duncan liaison for Drama



Corresponding with scholarship applicants, scheduling auditions, recruiting 



awardees, and serving as academic advisor to First Year awardees
Vagina Monologues – Producer of Faculty production to benefit San Antonio Rape Crisis 

Center, February 2011 and March 2012
Season Selection Committee

Student Assessment Committee

Drama Curriculum Committee

Women’s History Month Committee – fall 2012-present

Faculty Gold Room Committee – fall 2011- present

Teaching and Learning Committee

Chair, fall 2009-spring 2011

Chaired advising for study abroad program, fall 07


Chaired Common Curriculum Assessment discussion, fall 08
First Year Seminar Assessment committee, spring 2011
Guest Respondent for Sammye Johnson’s Arts Criticism course, fall 2012

Guest Lecturer: GNED 1300 Creativity and Entrepreneurial Behavior, 9/17/07, 9/18/08, 


9/25/09, 9/26/10, 9/28/11

“Motion and Motility: Lessons from the Performance Arts”

Guest Lecturer: DRAM 1304 Introduction to Theater, 9/16/08, 9/20/09, 1/25/10, 9/21/11

“Acting and Action”
Guest Speaker: Associates Reception for major donors, Preshow reception, Twelfth Night
Guest Respondent: GNED 1300 Pursuing Love (Graves and Fisher), 2011
Guest Respondent: THTR Dramaturgy (Connelly), 2011
Guest Respondent for Dr. Carlos Ardavin and Dr. Debra Ochoa, 2010
Difficult Dialogues – The Laramie Project


Organizing Post-play reception and Q&A for Harry Haines’ course 
Houston Admissions fair, 2009

represented the department of Speech and Drama in all day event
College Night at NESA, 2009-2010


represented Trinity Drama at city-wide recruitment fair for students interested in the 



arts

Trinity in Focus
Professional

Co-chair of Acting and Directing Symposium, Mid-America Theater Conference, 2009-2011

Responsibilities include: reviewing abstracts, selecting presenters, organizing 
panels and corresponding with presenters


Consulting Editor for Theater/Practice, online peer-reviewed academic journal, 2011

Co-Producer, Sans Souci Festival of Dance Cinema, Attic Repertory Theater, January 2011

Community


Walls Symposium, San Antonio, TX 2009
regularly met with community members to help organize the arts component of this Symposium which brought together professors from around San Antonio and community activists



Languages

Spanish – communicative competence, study in Nicaragua, winter 2003

Italian – communicative competence, semester abroad in Italy, spring 1993




Academic and Creative Interests

Improvisation – movement and vocal

Composition of original material through improvisation– solo and ensemble

Women and theater, communicating experience through new forms of composition

Body-centered acting theory and practice

Awareness practices in relation to the performing arts
Cross-cultural studies of theater 

References

Dr. Andrew Hansen
Department of Human Communication and Theatre
Trinity University

San Antonio, TX 78212

Phone: 210-999-8511

brooks.hill@trinity.edu

Dr. Robert Cohen 

Department of Drama 

University of California, Irvine 

Irvine, CA 92697 

Phone: 949-824-7282

Cohen@uci.edu
Dr. Oliver Gerland, 

Department of Theatre and Dance

University of Colorado

Boulder, CO 80309

Phone: 303-492-2793

Oliver.Gerland@colorado.edu

      
Dr. James Symons

Department of Theater and Dance

University of Colorado

Boulder, CO 80309

Phone: 303-492-3388

Dr. Haiping Yan 

Department of Theater, Film and Dance
Cornell University    

Ithaca, NY 14853
Phone: 607-254-2740
hy226@cornell.edu
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